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HERDSMAN LAKE WILDLIFE CENTRE — EDUCATION 

45. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. In his answer the Premier referred to the Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre not 
being a school. It actually has a school number with the education department. This week the Premier highlighted 
the importance of teaching Aboriginal heritage and culture through our actions. What lesson is he teaching by 
closing the Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre, which runs the Nyungar Know-How program? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The member for Churchlands is somehow equating the closure—not the closure—the defunding of $130 000 or 
thereabouts annually to the Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre to the commonwealth government withdrawing 
$100 million a year from Indigenous people in remote communities. Somehow those two things are comparable 
in the mind of the member for Churchlands; the $130 000 for Herdsman Lake versus $100 million a year for 
housing, withdrawn by the federal Liberal government in remote communities. 
Mr S.K. L’Estrange: My question had nothing to do with housing. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is exactly what it was. I want to tell the member something because he has probably 
never been to a remote community. There are around 200 remote communities across Western Australia with some 
of the most disadvantaged people in this country, who live in hot, difficult climatic conditions on land that they 
and their ancestors have lived on for many tens of thousands of years. 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: This is way off the mark of the supplementary question that I asked. 
The SPEAKER: No, member for Churchlands. Can I just say that you brought in the Aboriginal — 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: It’s a program they run at the centre. 
The SPEAKER: Yes. You referred it as looking after Aboriginal communities. The Premier is just replying to that. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member was talking about the events of this week. Members will know that on a couple 
of occasions in this house, I have referred to remote communities. That is what he is talking about. 
Mr S.K. L’Estrange: It’s a serious matter. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a serious matter. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker — 
The SPEAKER: Members, no cross-chatter. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I know you want to run the place, member for Scarborough, but you are not. I call you to order 
for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This matter has received very little attention across the state. I think the matter deserves 
a great deal more attention—that is, the federal government withdrawing $100 million from housing, in builds and 
maintenance, across regional Western Australia from remote communities. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: That’s a disgrace. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a disgrace. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: You’re a disgrace! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Oh man—seriously! 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The contender is back. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the first time, and because I was on my feet, I call you for the second time, 
member for Bateman. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: The contender is back and he is now attacking me for defending remote Aboriginal 
communities and seeking more housing support for them from the federal government. The member conflated the 
two issues. I think I have dealt with those issues. 
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